
VN Notes

Upcoming 
Events at the
B-G Visitors 
Center
 MAY
16-17 • Annual Quilt Show

23 • Spring Hike

 JUNE
14 • D.A.R.E. Car Show

 JULY
11 • Summer Hike

19 • Art Walk, Antique Car Show, 
       Antiques Road Show

 AUGUST
1 • Victorian Tea

 SEPTEMBER
26 • Wildlife Festival, Energy Expo

 OCTOBER
10 • Fall Hike, Woodsman’s Day

24 • Spooky Halloween Event

 NOVEMBER
1, 8, 15, 22 • Sunday Matinee Movies

Questions? Answers!
If you have questions or comments 
about Valley News, B-G’s community 
newsletter, contact Steve Ramsey, 
community relations manager, at 
(518) 287-6380, or at 
steve.ramsey@nypa.gov 

Antiques, ‘Art Walk’ at B-G 
It’s renowned as the longest 

single-span covered bridge 
in the world—the scenic, 

1857 Blenheim Bridge, which 
in 232 feet spans the Schoharie 
Creek, just downstream from 
NYPA’s Blenheim-Gilboa 
hydroelectric project, off 
Route  30 in North Blenheim.

On Sunday, July 19, the 
bridge will for the first time 
house a display of artwork 
from regional artists—and 
the “Blenheim Art Walk” will 
compete for crowds that for 
many years have journeyed 
to the nearby power project 
to inspect valued antiques 
and automotive relics from 
the early 1900s.

The mid-July Antiques Road Show and Antique 
Car Show, on the grounds of the project’s visitors 
center and historic Lansing Manor, will feature 
more than 200 antique and classic cars—at this 
writing the oldest expected is a 1914 Locomobile, 
complete with ornamental Tiffany lamps—and 
many will compete for category prizes. 

Professional antiques dealers will be on hand to 
offer expert appraisals for those submitting valued 
household items for their inspection.

Music, food vendors, door prizes and a f lea 
market—and original art, just a short drive north 
at the Blenheim Art Walk—will ensure a full, fun 
day for all ages.

The project’s admission-
free visitors center complex 
drew more than 44,000 visi-
tors last year, notable enough 
for mention in the Capital 
District Business Review as one 
of the Capital Region’s major 
tourist attractions.  

For information on the 
Blenheim Art Walk, contact 
BlenheimArtWalk@gmail.
com.  And for more on 
antiques, four-wheeled or 
table-top size, call the visitors 
center at (800) 724-0309. 

•�At the Ten Eyck State Office Building in 
downtown Albany, later this year a small, 
energy-efficient chiller will replace an aging 
unit. The innovative design features magnetic 
bearings (no oil) that, when energized, lift a 
main shaft to spin freely with no metal-to-
metal contact. It will demand less electricity, 
offer greatly reduced noise levels and require 
less maintenance.

•�At OGS’s 44 Holland Ave. building, crews have 
just completed installing high-efficiency mo-
tors and boilers, replacing 40-year-old original 
equipment. The project will save OGS more 
than $22,000 a year in lower energy costs and 
will reduce emissions of greenhouse gases 
such as CO2, SO2 and NOx. As at Ten Eyck, 
increased reliability should lower operating 
and maintenance costs. 

Savings Far— and Near 
For more than two decades, NYPA-directed 

crews have upgraded lighting, motors and 
climate controls at more than 3,100 schools, local 
and state government offices and other public 
facilities from Long Island to Buffalo.

Those efforts now save New York taxpayers 
about $114 million in energy costs every year, and 
remove about 815,000 tons of greenhouse gases 
from our air. More savings accrue as the costs of 
maintenance chores are greatly reduced. But large 
numbers can numb understanding. Here are snap-
shots of two regional examples of energy efficiency 
programs at work at Albany buildings operated by 
the state Office of General Services (OGS), a long-
time NYPA partner in efficiency projects. They 
will help those savings numbers grow faster.

One of last year’s summer hits at B-G was the Antique Car Show. Above, 
a hint of the diversity of models, and of owners’ care and attention. New this 
year, the “Blenheim Art Walk.” See story. 

SUNY Cobleskill stocks about 1,000 
trout in B-G’s reservoirs each year, 
and will start walleye stocking when 
the project’s major upgrade concludes 
next year. NYPA has helped to 
fund the effort, and in appreciation, 
SUNY Cobleskill placed this 55- 
gallon tank in the visitors center to 
display a range of local fish specimens. 
Eye to eye with bass, perch and pump-
kinseed, small visitors approve of the 
latest attraction.
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The New York Power Authority 
(NYPA) is bringing two major 

energy efficiency and clean air projects 
to school districts in Western and 
Central New York. 

In the Williamsville Central School 
District, near Buffalo, an $8.6 million 
energy efficiency program will bring 
major savings in electricity and fuel 
costs to the district’s elementary, 
middle and high schools. 

And the Schenectady Central 
School District will participate in 
a three-year study of hybrid-electric 
school bus technologies, the first of its 
kind in the nation, to compare fuel and 
energy efficiencies, emissions reductions,  
reliability and maintenance costs. 

The Williamsville project will save nearly 
$500,000 a year in energy costs through up-
graded, energy efficient lighting; new heating, 
ventilating and air-conditioning equipment, 
including high efficiency boilers and chillers; 
an energy management system to control and 
monitor mechanical and electrical equipment; 
and new air handling and carbon-dioxide sen-
sors to ensure fresh air for building occupants. 
Some of the school district’s buildings are well 
over 50 years old. 

In addition to the monetary savings, the 
work will reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
by nearly 2,100 tons a year, and displace about 

7,000 barrels of oil annually. 
A demonstration of a solar photovoltaic 

electric generating system 
at the school district’s 
North High School will be 
included in the project. 

NYPA’s “Power to 
Schools” Program was 
established in 2005 by legis-
lation authorizing the Power 
Authority to make energy 
efficiency and clean energy 
technologies available to 
public and private schools. 

In Schenectady, the 
NYPA Hybrid School Bus 

NYPA has extended its “Weatheriza-
tion Blitz” to 51 communities around 

New York State, helping lower-income 
residents reduce heating costs by 10 to 15 
percent this winter by making their homes 
more energy efficient.

The “Weatherization Blitz” is part of a 
comprehensive plan announced by Gov. 
David Paterson to help needy New Yorkers 
handle their home heating expenses, which 
can seriously affect family budgets.

In the program, kits are distributed 
containing items to help improve home 
heating, lighting and water efficiency in 
the home, as well as energy conserva-

A Power Authority staff member from 
 Dutchess County, who started as a 

clerk and rose to be director, financial 
planning, has been named NYPA’s 2008 

Woman Leader. She was 
honored in November at 
an Academy of Women 
Leaders Salute Lunch 
sponsored by the YWCA 
in New York City. 

Lisa Cole, of Wap-
pingers Falls, began her NYPA career in 
1989 as a clerk at the Indian Point 3 Nuclear 
Power Plant in Westchester County. She 
made her way to the plant’s accounting 
department, then transferred to NYPA’s 
Finance Group in White Plains, just days 
before the Power Authority sold its nuclear 
assets to Entergy Corp. in 2000. 

Working as a treasury analyst, Cole rose 
rapidly through several positions of increas-
ing responsibility to become NYPA’s 
deputy treasurer. In that job she managed 
annual cash flows of $3 billion; $2.2 bil-
lion in outstanding debt; an investment 
portfolio of more than $2 billion; and other 
financial instruments of more than $1 bil-
lion. She was promoted this fall to director, 
financial planning.

Cole completed her bachelor’s degree in 
accounting while working at NYPA. In  
October 2008, she completed all her course-
work for a Master of Business Administra-
tion. Along with her career and schooling, 
Cole raised two sons as a single parent. 

Power Authority Programs Benefit Schools

tion guides with additional savings tips. 
Power Authority Trustees authorized 
up to $5 million for the weatherization 
program, in response to the Governor’s 
directive. 

The kits go to community-owned electric 
systems for the low-income residents they 
serve. During the fall the Power Authority 
took the program to Massena in Northern 
New York; Freeport, Rockville Centre and 
Greenport on Long Island; Solvay, Skaneate-
les, Groton and Marathon in Central New 
York; and the Oneida-Madison Cooperative 
and the electric departments in Sherrill, 
Hamilton, Boonville, Sherburne, Frankfort, 

Mohawk and Ilion in the 
Mohawk Valley.  

To be eligible for the 
kits, an average family 
of four must make less 
than $45,000 a year in 
gross income. The Power 
Authority distributed 
2,000 weatherization kits 
to eligible residents in 
their municipal electric 
systems and rural coop-
eratives around the state, 
mostly upstate.

The Power Authority 
continues to collaborate 
with other state agencies in 
coordinating outreach ef-
forts to help New Yorkers 
gain access to other infor-
mation and services. 

State Warms to ‘Weatherization Blitz’

Study will use two types of hybrid 
buses, a standard hybrid-electric 
and a plug-in hybrid-electric, 
traveling under the same condi-
tions and routes as a conventional 
diesel school bus. 

The study will examine how 
differences in bus routes, such as 
average speed, number of stops, 
idle time, or hilly and flat road-
ways, affect performance. The 
hybrid buses are expected to op-
erate more cleanly and efficiently 
than traditional school buses, 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
and improve air quality. 

Funding is being provided mostly by the 
Power Authority and the New York State 
Energy Research and Development Au-

thority. Costs include hybrid 
bus purchases, a conventional 
bus lease and the evaluation. 

The Shenendehowa 
Central School District in 
Clifton Park has also agreed 
to participate in the first 
year of the study, and will 
provide data from operating 
its own plug-in hybrid bus 
on rotation with a conven-
tional diesel school bus on 
the same routes within 
its district. 

Hybrid-electric school buses will be tested for performance in a study 
by NYPA and Schenectady schools.

Woman Leader Rose  
Through the Ranks

NYPA President and CEO Richard Kessel, extreme right, discusses 
weatherization with Solvay village and electric officials after Decem-
ber press conference. From the left: Greg Lowe, chairman of the Solvay 
Electric Commission; John Fall, village trustee; Cheryl Libertone, 
village clerk; Anthony Modafferi, mayor; Kathy Marinelli, trustee; 
Beert Polstar, commissioner; Muthuswami Raman, commissioner;  
and John Montone, electric superintendent.


