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preparation once the vegetation has been cleared, except for occasional side slopes or
uneven areas which may require limited filling and isolated areas where grading may be
required to make the trail passable. These sections are not expected to be widespread
along the ROW, and will be determined in the field. Digging equipment will traverse the
access trail and excavate 8 to 10 feet (2.4 to 3 m) below the ground surface at pole
locations. Poles and additional hardware will be brought in along the access route, and
the 70-foot (21-m) poles will be placed into the hole, leaving approximately 60 feet (18
m) above ground. Once the poles have been placed, the transmission conductors will be
strung and energized. The final step will be site restoration of disturbed areas along the
route, which will involve re-seeding, mulching, and correcting any drainage problems
along disturbed portions of the ROW. The access trail will remain clear of standing trees
for maintenance access, which will primarily consist of emergency repairs, structure
inspections, and vegetation management activities.

In consultation with the SHPO, the Authority has defined the Area of Potential Effect
(“APE") for this undertaking to include the 75-foot (22.8-m) wide ROW along the entire
alignment of the Project. At present, this APE includes approximately 282 acres (114
ha).

Previous Cultural Resource Investigations

The Authority has previously conducted Phase IA and Phase IB cultural resource
investigations and addendum studies for the Project. The SHPO has reviewed the results
of these investigations, and has concurred with the Authority’s determination that
construction along the Northern Section of the Project will have no adverse effect on
historic properties. In a letter dated January 4, 2008, the SHPO also noted no further
concerns with construction along the Southern Section (between structures 287 and 505)
of the Project, provided that the Authority implemented an Avoidance and Protection
Plan and developed a long-term management plan (similar to a Historic Properties
Management Plan) for identified archaeological sites along the Southern Section.
Following SHPO's concurrence, the Authority and its partner for the Project, National
Grid, have initiated construction along the Northern and Southern Sections of the Project.
The Authority has also agreed consult further with the SHPO before initiating
construction south of structure 505, in the vicinity of the proposed Piercefield Regulator
Station.

Present Archaeological Investigation

In addition to the previously-tested sections of the Permitted Route, the Authority
retained Hartgen Archaeological Associates, Inc. (“HAA., Inc.”) of Albany, New York, to
conduct Phase IA and Phase IB archaeological investigations along portions of the Route
56 Section of the Project. The Route 56 Section includes the Route 56 Alternative, the
Western Alternative, and the Route 56 Bypass, portions of which were previously
investigated. The attached report, entitled: Phase IA/IB Archaeological Investigations,
Addendum Report No. 3, Tri-Lakes Reliability Project, Phase IA/IB Sfor the Route 56
Alternative and Western Alternative, Phase IB for the Route 56 Bypass, Town of Colton,
St. Lawrence County, New York was prepared by HAA, Inc. in February 2008, and
presents the results of the addendum studies. The total APE for the Route 56 Section is
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