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GM’s Tonawanda Plant Celebrates 75

th
 Anniversary 

Open House to Showcase Decades of Manufacturing Excellence 
 
BUFFALO, N.Y. – Since 1938 Tonawanda Engine has been building engines, for seven and a 
half decades, and yet today seems to be the most exciting time in the facilities history when the 
sites 75th anniversary will be celebrated. 
 
“Celebrating 75 years in manufacturing is a significant milestone.  Two things that I believe have 
made this plant a success are its rich history and the people.  Tonawanda’s manufacturing 
capabilities and workforce are second to none,” said Finch.  
 
What once began as a single plant on River Rd, has grown into three plants covering 3 million 
square feet of manufacturing floor space on more than 130 acres.  Since 1938 over 70 million 
engines have been built at Tonawanda.    
 
“GM has been committed to the Tonawanda plant for 75 years.  What has made this plant play 
such a vital role in the entire GM supply chain is our quality.  Quality engines, built by quality 
people—that equals Tonawanda,” said UAW Chairman, Bob Coleman.  
 
Throughout the decades, Tonawanda Engine has received millions of dollars of investments 
from GM, with $2.3 billion being awarded in the past decade alone. These dollars have 
benefited the construction industry, suppliers and the community in which the plant resides. 
 
General Motors recently invested $400 million in Tonawanda for advanced manufacturing 
techniques to produce the all-new, Gen 5 Small Block engine family that will have a huge impact 
on the 75-year-old Engine Plant. 
 
“The quality of GM Tonawanda’s products and its outstanding highly-skilled New York work 
force that has helped make the GM plant so successful, extends throughout its history, from its 
being the first U.S. military contractor to build aircraft engines during World War II, to its 
production today of the highly efficient Ecotec 4-cylinder engines, LT1 Corvette engine and 
EcoTec3 pickup truck engines,” said Governor Andrew M. Cuomo.  “Since its doors first opened 
75 years ago, the GM Tonawanda plant has been a shining example of excellence in 
manufacturing with its dedication to continuous innovation, efficiency and, above all, the 
teamwork of great workers, a great state and a great company, that has brought us together 
today for this celebration.” 
 
Construction on the Tonawanda facility started in 1937 and production began on March 22, 
1938. It is known throughout automotive collector and enthusiast circles as the birthplace of 
some of the most historic high-performance engines for vintage Chevrolet muscle cars and 
Corvettes. It is also the birthplace of the Small Block engine, which went into production in 1955. 
The start of Gen 5 production has contributed to the workforce more than doubling in size from 
its low in 2009.  
 



Open House 
An open house will take place on Friday, Aug. 23 from noon until 8 p.m. Tours of the 
facility will be available.    
Attendees with a valid driver’s license will also get the chance to test drive 20 of GM’s 
latest vehicles as part of the open house event.   
There will be many other displays, food and vendors. 
 
Those who wish to attend the open house should park at Plant 4, located at 2390 
Kenmore Ave., buffalo, NY 14207. GM shuttle attendees from plant to plant. The plants 
are wheelchair accessible and people should not wear open-toe shoes or high heels.  
 
Calling all GM History Buffs 
As part of the celebration, the plant will be selling a hardcover book that illustrates the 
plant’s 75-year history. Books are $20 and all proceeds go to the American Cancer 
Society.  
 
Books are also available on-line www.75yearcelebration.com  website.   
 
25th Annual Classic Car Show & Auto Expo 
GM’s 25th annual car show will take place on August 24, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 2995 
River Road, Buffalo, NY 14207. Registration is from 9 a.m. until 12 p.m., registration fee 
is $15. All proceeds will go to the American Cancer Society. 
There will also be activities for kids, including a bounce house, petting zoo, and eight 
vehicles will be available for a test drive.  
 
About Tonawanda Engine 
Tonawanda is currently building the Ecotec 2.0L Turbo (WardsAuto 10 Best Engine List Winner), and 
2.5L engines that power the 2013 Chevrolet Malibu and the 2013 Cadillac ATS and future 2014 Cadillac 
CTS. The plant is also ramping up to build a 4.3L EcoTec V-6, 5.3L EcoTec V-8 and a 6.2L EcoTec V-8 
for the 2014 Chevrolet Silverado and GMC Sierra pickup trucks, as well as the 6.2L V-8 LT1 2014 
Corvette Stingray engine.  
 
About General Motors 
General Motors Co. (NYSE:GM, TSX: GMM) and its partners produce vehicles in 30 countries, and the 
company has leadership positions in the world's largest and fastest-growing automotive markets.  GM, its 
subsidiaries and joint venture entities sell vehicles under the Chevrolet, Cadillac, Baojun, Buick, GMC, 
Holden, Isuzu, Jiefang, Opel, Vauxhall and Wuling brands. More information on the company and its 
subsidiaries, including OnStar, a global leader in vehicle safety, security and information services, can be 
found at http://www.gm.com. 
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