
R E S O L U T I O N

WHEREAS, R. Wayne LeChase, successful businessman, accomplished attorney

and community leader, has provided exemplary public service on behalf of the

citizenry of New York State in carrying out his statutory duties over the last three

years as a New York Power Authority (NYPA) Trustee; and

WHEREAS, Mr. LeChase contributed greatly to the NYPA Board of Trustees’

oversight role of executive management in the operation of the Power Authority’s

generation and transmission facilities, as well as in carrying out programs of

Governor Andrew M. Cuomo to modernize the state’s electric power system, spur

economic development and advance energy efficiency; and

WHEREAS, as the chairman of a full-service construction management company

in Rochester, Mr. LeChase brought wide expertise and knowledge of best business

practices to his trustee role, including a focus on the Power Authority embodying

the highest standards of integrity, safety and robust financial and operational

performance; and

WHEREAS, the dedication of Mr. LeChase for reinvigorating the state’s economy

was reflected by his voting affirmatively for hundreds of lower-cost power

allocations under the Governor’s Recharge New York program, which is linked to

nearly 400,000 jobs throughout the state, including more than 15,000 in Mr.

LeChase’s beloved Finger Lakes region; and

WHEREAS, as a member of the Trustees’ Audit and Strategic Planning and

Energy Policy Committees, Mr. LeChase provided insightful guidance to the Power

Authority’s Office of Internal Audit to ensure NYPA’s continued solid financial

performance and for the drafting of its new multiyear Strategic Vision document for

encapsulating its priorities; and



WHEREAS, Mr. LeChase provided expertise in articulating the economic

development, energy technology, electric market and environmental imperatives of

a rapidly changing electric power industry and for aggressively building on NYPA’s

strengths going forward; and

WHEREAS, Mr. LeChase’s lifelong commitment to environmental protection and

sustainability, and actions on the NYPA board were in unison with Governor

Cuomo’s policies for managing finite resources, improving energy efficiency and

reducing climate-changing carbon emissions;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That the Trustees of the Power Authority of

the State of New York express their gratitude to R. Wayne LeChase for his dedicated

public service as a fellow trustee and their highest regard and admiration for his

steadfast contributions to the State of New York, including philanthropic activities

for the public’s well-being. The Trustees extend their best wishes to Wayne and his

family for good health and great success in all their future endeavors in the decades

ahead.

May 22, 2014



R E S O L U T I O N

WHEREAS, Donald A. Russak has forged a unique, multi-faceted and enduring

record of accomplishment during a stellar career of nearly 35 years at the New York

Power Authority in which he has played an indispensable role in ensuring NYPA’s

financial strength; and

WHEREAS, to an extent all but unparalleled in the Authority’s history, Mr. Russak

has combined financial and economics expertise with a deep understanding of

power rates and contracts, customer relations, law and public policy; and

WHEREAS, as Executive Vice President and Chief Financial Officer since March

2012, and in other senior financial positions, Mr. Russak has spearheaded numerous

initiatives and successes that have helped to maintain the Power Authority’s

coveted AA bond ratings and led Standard & Poor’s to upgrade the Authority’s credit

outlook to “Positive,” enhancing access to the financial resources that will enable

NYPA to fulfill its ambitious strategic objectives; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Russak’s tenure as CFO has also seen NYPA decisively surpass its

goals in such critical areas as net income, debt service coverage, leverage and

liquidity while meeting stringent budget targets; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Russak helped to lay the groundwork for this solid performance

through his involvement in implementing a landmark debt restructuring plan that

has enabled the Authority to reduce its net debt by $1.3 billion, or more than 40

percent, since the late 1990s; and

WHEREAS, he has contributed immeasurably to the well-being of NYPA

employees, past and present, by conceiving and leading an effort to establish a



dedicated trust fund to meet the costs of future retiree health and life insurance

benefits; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Russak was an essential participant in negotiations and analysis

concerning such vital matters as the Authority’s sale of its two nuclear power plants

and an agreement for NYPA to share in their value; power-supply contracts with the

New York City government customers and Alcoa; the Power for Jobs and Recharge

New York programs; and the Authority’s financial relationship with the state; and

WHEREAS, to these and varied other assignments, including dealings with rating

agencies and auditors and supervision of NYPA’s risk management and strategic

planning functions, Mr. Russak has brought the skills and insight that have been

evident since his earliest days as a power analyst; an unfailing equanimity; and an

uncommon ability to earn the trust of his colleagues and counterparts; and

WHEREAS, having burnished his legacy by serving-- trademark diagrams often

in hand-- as a respected mentor to countless staff members, and with NYPA’s

financial outlook secure, Mr. Russak has announced his retirement;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That the Trustees of the Power Authority of

the State of New York salute Don Russak for his many contributions to the Authority

and the people of the state; thank him for the invaluable counsel he has provided to

this Board; and wish him; his wife, Roseann and their growing family a future of

health, happiness and continued success.

May 22, 2014



R E S O L U T I O N

WHEREAS, Joan Tursi has worked with singular professionalism and purpose to

advance the interests of the New York Power Authority and those of its employees

at a time of profound change in the electric power industry and unprecedented

challenges for the Authority; and

WHEREAS, throughout an extraordinary career of more than 30 years at NYPA,

Ms. Tursi has demonstrated a keen intelligence, superb analytical skills and a

superior gift for constructive collaboration, helping her to rise from the position of

budget analyst to that of Senior Vice President for Enterprise Shared Services; and

WHEREAS, as a senior vice president since 2008, Ms. Tursi has with great

effectiveness and lasting impact overseen NYPA-wide activities in areas as diverse

as human resources and information technology, corporate travel and fleet

operations and facilities management and real estate; and

WHEREAS, as the executive sponsor of NYPA’s Investing in Employees strategic

initiative and related workforce retention programs, Ms. Tursi has resolutely sought

to balance employees’ personal and professional needs by spearheading such

innovations as an MBA degree curriculum at the Authority offices; a program

enabling staff members to earn their NYPA salaries while performing volunteer

work; and an online Employee Community Forum and other communications

vehicles; and

WHEREAS, she has further strengthened NYPA’s efforts to attract and retain

qualified employees in a highly competitive environment by playing key roles in



expanding the Authority’s diversity, training and mentoring activities and in

implementing a restructured and refined compensation program; and

WHEREAS, she has provided invaluable leadership and guidance for such other

vital endeavors as rebuilding and modernizing the Authority’s computerized

operations network and launching an initiative to better manage and share

knowledge throughout the organization; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Tursi’s exemplary work in budgeting and accounting positions,

and then as Director of Budgets for almost 10 years, not only honed her talents and

prepared her for her current responsibilities, but also led to her recognition in 2000

as NYPA’s Woman Leader of the Year; and

WHEREAS, the patience, empathy and candor that she has displayed throughout

her NYPA career have earned her the abiding admiration, respect and loyalty of

those who have worked with and for her-- along with their gratitude for the cakes

and cards with which she has marked their birthdays and other milestones; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Tursi is retiring from the Authority, having contributed

immensely to its past successes and done much to lay the groundwork for the

fulfillment of its new Strategic Vision;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That the Trustees of the Power Authority of

the State of New York convey their deepest thanks and appreciation to Joan Tursi

for her service to NYPA and the people of the state and that they wish her; her

husband, Bill, and their son and daughter a happy, healthy and rewarding future.

May 22, 2014


