
March 26, 2015

MEMORANDUM TO THE TRUSTEES

FROM THE PRESIDENT and CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

SUBJECT: Niagara-Adirondack Tie Line –
Acquisition of Danger Tree Easement –
Town of Cicero, County of Onondaga –
Map No. OCI-1449, Parcel No. 1449

SUMMARY

The Trustees are requested to authorize the acquisition of a danger tree easement of
approximately 2.2 acres by purchase or eminent domain for the sum of $16,200.00 to remove
trees that threaten the continued safe operation of the Niagara-Adirondack Tie Line (“NATL”).
The proposed easement, described in Exhibit “A” will encumber a 50-foot-wide strip of land
1,953 feet in length adjoining the existing permanent right-of-way in the Town of Cicero,
Onondaga County.

BACKGROUND

Article 5, Title 1, §1007 of the Public Authorities Law allows for the acquisition of
property when the Authority finds it necessary or convenient for it to acquire any real property.
The Authority’s Expenditure Authorization Procedures require Trustee approval of acquisitions
or dispositions of fee or easement interests in real property where the per-parcel value exceeds
$10,000.00.

The 300-foot-wide NATL right-of way runs from the Niagara Power Project to the Edic
Substation near Utica. As the major east-west transmission facility in New York State, it is
responsible for transporting as much as 6-8% of the State’s total electric load. The rights-of-way
for the NATL were acquired in the early 1960s before the Authority established the policy of
acquiring danger tree easements contemporaneously with transmission line easements. As no
such danger tree easement exists abutting the NATL easement, the Authority has either
purchased danger tree temporary permits or permanent easements to remove trees adjacent to the
NATL or, in the vast majority of cases, purchased the right to cut individual trees. Acquisition
of danger trees has been increasingly difficult as the result of changes in land use, such as
suburbanization of areas in the vicinity of the Authority’s transmission lines.

Due to the importance of the NATL to the reliability of electric service in New York and
the threat presented by danger trees to both the operation of the line and the health and safety of
those people living in proximity to the line, it is necessary to acquire permanent tree-cutting
rights.
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DISCUSSION

During recent aerial and ground surveys of the Niagara-Adirondack Tie Line in support
of the Authority’s vegetation management program and North American Electric Reliability
Corporation’s (“NERC”) compliance guidelines, a significant number of trees on property owned
by Thomas Woznica were identified as being of sufficient height to present a potential danger to
the Authority’s transmission lines and facilities. Although the Authority had in the past paid Mr.
Woznica to acquire a permit to cut individual danger trees on his property, he expressed
reluctance in granting another such permit. As negotiations to purchase individual trees came to
an impasse, the Authority opted to pursue the acquisition of a permanent easement for danger
tree management on an area approximately 50 feet wide by 1,953 feet long along the southern
edge of the existing right-of-way so as to avoid the need for future renegotiation with the
landowner.

After negotiation with Mr. Woznica and his counsel, the Authority agreed to pay, and Mr.
Woznica agreed to accept, the sum of $16,200.00 for the acquisition of these rights affecting 2.2
acres of his property. Staff believes that this is reasonable consideration for the easement based
upon comparable per-acre values obtained from the local county clerk’s office. The acquisition
of a permanent easement will assist the Authority in meeting its vegetation management and
NERC compliance obligations and will also obviate the need to repeatedly seek danger tree
permits on the same property.

FISCAL INFORMATION

Payment for the property acquisition will be made from the Authority’s Operating Fund.
The acquisition costs for this property will be in accordance with current Expenditure
Authorization Procedures.

RECOMMENDATION

The Vice President – Transmission, the Acting Vice President – Procurement and the
Director – Site Purchasing, Materials Management and Real Estate recommend that the Trustees
approve the acquisition of a permanent danger tree easement over and upon 2.2 acres of real
property located in the Town of Cicero, Onondaga County, from Thomas Woznica for the sum
of $16,200.00.

For the reasons stated, I recommend the approval of the above-requested action by
adoption of the resolution below.

Gil C. Quiniones
President and Chief Executive Officer
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R E S O L U T I O N

RESOLVED, That pursuant to the provisions of Article 5, Title 1 of the Public

Authorities Law, the Authority hereby finds it necessary to acquire by purchase or eminent

domain the real property shown on the map attached hereto as Exhibit “A” for the sum of

$16,200.00 and hereby finds and determines that such real property is required for a public use

and hereby determines that such real property is reasonably necessary for the Niagara-

Adirondack Tie Line; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Acting Vice President – Procurement and the Director – Site

Purchasing, Materials Management and Real Estate, or designee, be, and each of them hereby is,

authorized and directed to take such actions and execute on behalf of the Authority such deeds

and supporting documents as are necessary or desirable to acquire such real property; and be it

further

RESOLVED, That the Chairman, the Vice Chair, the President and Chief Executive

Officer, the Chief Operating Officer and all other officers of the Authority are, and each of them

hereby is, authorized on behalf of the Authority to do any and all things and take any and all

actions and execute and deliver any and all agreements, certificates and other documents to

effectuate the foregoing resolution, subject to the approval of the form thereof by the Executive

Vice President and General Counsel.
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Proposed Danger Tree Easement Purchase
Map No. OCI-1449, Parcel 1449

Area = Approx. 2.2 Acres

NOTE: Area and configuration of 
proposed parcel 1449 is subject to 
change pending field survey.

Lands of Thomas Woznica


